
Section 56 Planning Act 2008
Regulation 9 Infrastructure Planning  
(Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009

Regulation 16 of the Infrastructure Planning   
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017

NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE OF 
APPLICATION FOR A DEVELOPMENT 
CONSENT ORDER BY THE PLANNING 
INSPECTORATE
The Rail Central Strategic Rail 
Freight Interchange Order 201[X] 
(Application Reference: TR050004) 
Notice is hereby given that the 
Planning Inspectorate (on behalf of 
the Secretary of State for Transport) 
has accepted an application made 
by Ashfield Land Management 
Limited of St Catherine’s Court, 
Berkeley Place, Clifton, Bristol, BS8 
1BQ and Gazeley GLP Northampton 
s.á.r.l. of (Arendt Services) 19 Rue 
de Bitbourg, L-1273, Luxembourg 
(the Applicant) for a Development 
Consent Order under section 
37(2) of the Planning Act 2008 (the 
Application). The Application was 
made on 29 October 2018 and 
accepted for examination on 15 
November 2018. The reference 
number applied to the application 
by the Secretary of State is 
TR050004.

The Application is for development 
consent to construct and operate 
Rail Central, a proposed new 
Strategic Rail Freight Interchange 
(SRFI) in Northamptonshire (the 

Project). The Project will consist 
of two Nationally Significant 
Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs). The 
main SRFI site is an NSIP under 
section 26 of the Planning Act 2008 
and the highway alteration works 
to the M1 Junction 15a comprise 
an NSIP under section 22 of the 
Planning Act 2008. In addition, 
there are associated highway 
improvement works. The main SRFI 
site is located where the West Coast 
Mainline meets the Northampton 
Loop railway line to the south-west 
of Northampton and between the 
villages of Blisworth and Milton 
Malsor.

The Development Consent Order 
would, amongst other things, 
authorise:

•  An intermodal freight terminal 
with direct connections to the 
Northampton Loop Line, capable 
of accommodating trains of up 
to 775m long, including up to 3 
gantry cranes, container storage, 
a train maintenance depot and 
facilities to transfer containers to 
Heavy Goods Vehicles;

•  An express freight terminal with 
direct connections to the West 
Coast Main Line, capable of 

accommodating trains of up to 
240m long, a freight platform 
with associated loading and 
unloading facilities;

•  Up to 702,097 square metres (Gross 
External Area) of rail connected 
and rail served warehousing 
and ancillary service buildings 
including a lorry park, terminal 
control building and bus terminal;

•  New road infrastructure including 
a new separated access point 
on the A43(T), an internal site 
underpass (under Northampton 
Road), new pedestrian and 
cycle access onto Northampton 
Road and necessary utilities and 
drainage infrastructure;

•  Strategic landscaping and open 
space including alterations and 
diversions to public rights of way, 
the creation of new ecological 
enhancement areas and publicly 
accessible open areas, flood 
attenuation, and the partial 
diversion of the Milton Malsor 
brook;

•  Improvements at Junction 15a 
of the M1 including carriageway 
widening, reconfiguration and 
signalisation to the highway 

and the provision of ecological 
mitigation to the south-west of 
J15a and landscaping around the 
junction;

•  A range of additional highway 
improvements to junctions located 
on the A43, the A5123, the A5076, 
and other highway improvements 
at junctions on the local highway 
network plus related traffic 
management measures including 
a cycleway on Northampton 
Road between Milton Malsor and 
Northampton;

•  The permanent and/or temporary 
compulsory acquisition of land 
and/or rights for the Project where 
required;

•  Overriding of easements and 
other rights over or affecting land 
for the Project;

•  The application and/or 
disapplication of legislation 
relevant to the Project including 
inter alia legislation relating to 
compulsory purchase; and

•  Such ancillary, incidental and 
consequential provisions, permits 
or consents as are necessary or 
convenient.

Electronic copies of the application are available to view free of charge at 
the following locations from 7 December 2018 until at least 15 January 2019. 

Deposit locations:
The proposed works are an environmental impact assessment (EIA) 
development for the purposes of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental 
Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 and accordingly an Environmental 
Statement accompanied the Application. 

A hard copy of the application form and its accompanying documents, 
plans and maps are available for inspection free of charge at the following 
location from 7 December 2018 until at least 15 January 2019. 

Copies of the application documents will also be available online 
through the Planning Inspectorate’s website at https://infrastructure.
planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/east-midlands/rail-central-
strategic-rail-freight-interchange/?ipcsection=docs. Paper copies can 
be provided on request from the Applicant by writing to FREEPOST Rail 
Central or by emailing railcentral@camargue.uk, for a charge of 10p 
per A4 page, 15p per A3 page and £20 per A1 page for the full suite 
of documents or an appropriate, proportionate charge for specific 
documents. USB device copies will be provided free of charge and are 
available on request.

Any responses to, or other representations in respect of, the Project must 
be made on a Registered and Relevant Representation Form, which can 
be completed online at: https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.
gov.uk/projects/east-midlands/rail-central-strategic-rail-freight-
interchange/ or obtained from the Planning Inspectorate by 
telephoning 0303 444 5000.

Responses by post should be sent to the Planning Inspectorate (National 
Infrastructure Directorate), Temple Quay House, Temple Quay, Bristol 
BS1 6PN. The Planning Inspectorate reference for the Project should be 
quoted in any correspondence, which is TR050004.

The Planning Inspectorate’s Advice Notice 8.2: How to register to 
participate in an Examination (December 2016) provides further 
guidance on how to register and make a relevant representation 

LOCATION ADDRESS OPENING TIMES1 

Towcester Library The Forum, Moat Lane, 
Towcester NN12 6AD

Monday – Friday:  
9am – 6pm  
Saturday: 9am – 5pm

LOCATION ADDRESS OPENING TIMES1 

Northamptonshire  
Central Library

Abington Street,  
Northampton NN1 2BA

Monday – Friday:  
9am – 6pm;  
Saturday: 9am – 5pm 

Northampton  
Borough  
Council Offices

The One Stop Shop,  
The Guildhall, St Giles 
Square,  
Northampton NN1 1DE

Monday – Friday:  
9am – 5pm

Towcester Library The Forum, Moat Lane, 
Towcester NN12 6AD

Monday – Friday:  
9am – 6pm;  
Saturday: 9am – 5pm 

Hunsbury Library Overslade Close, 
Northampton NN4 0RZ

Monday – Friday:  
9am – 5pm;  
Saturday: 10am – 2pm 

and can be accessed via the following link: https://infrastructure.
planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Advice-note-
8-2v3.pdf.

If you are not an affected landowner, please note that if you want 
to remain informed of the examination process and entitled to make 
representations, you must fill in a Registration and Relevant Representation 
Form to register as an interested party even if you do not wish to make a 
substantive representation at this point.

Any representation or response must be received by the Planning 
Inspectorate by 15 January 2019.

Please be aware that the Planning Inspectorate is required by law to 
make the information that you provide in any representation publicly 
available. Details published on the Planning Inspectorate’s website will be 
restricted to your name and the text of your representation. However, any 
copies made available for inspection at public locations will contain your 
contact details.

1The opening times of the locations listed are at the discretion of those in control 
of the building and could vary to the times set out in this notice. Calling ahead 
to make an appointment is recommended. The organisations and locations 
providing access to documentation as part of this consultation are not in any 
way affiliated with the Project or the Applicant and are an independent and 
neutral party to the consultation process.


